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Status 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26 d (Rev e 08-06r 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20081 123 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,499 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1795 

1 . This office action is responsive to the Amendment filed 7 July 2008 in conjunction 
with the Request for Continued Examination filed 30 October 2008. Claims 16-30 and 
44-58 were withdrawn from consideration as being drawn to a non-elected invention 
without traverse, and subsequently canceled without prejudice in the Examiner's 
Amendment of 30 July 2008. Claims 1 -1 5, 31 -43 and 59-62 are pending and presently 
under consideration. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 2, 4-6 and 12-15 are allowed. The color-image forming method of 
independent claim 1 is distinguished over the prior art of record by the limitation that 
"the rinsing process uses a tank structurally partitioned into a plurality of rooms with 
blade-form members for passing the photographic material cut into sheets through rinse 
solution in a horizontal direction". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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2. Claim 31 32, 34-36, 42-43, 60, 33, 37-41 , 59, 3, 7-1 1 and 61-62 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by either Ohshima et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
7,150,962) or Ohshima et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,949,334). 

Each of the Ohshima patents discloses a discloses a silver halide color 
photographic light-sensitive material and corresponding color image-forming method, 
said silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material comprising a support having 
thereon photographic constituent layers including at least one blue-sensitive silver 
halide emulsion layer containing a yellow dye-forming coupler, at least one green- 
sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing a magenta dye-forming coupler, and at 
least one red-sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing a cyan dye-forming 
coupler, and at least one light-insensitive hydrophilic colloid layer, characterized in that: 

said method comprises the steps of image-wise exposing said material and 
subjecting said exposed material to processing including a color development process, 
a bleach-fix process, a rinsing process and a drying process, while said exposed light- 
sensitive material is processed by means of conveying rollers having a sheet conveying 
speed of 40-80 mm/sec; AND 

said silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material contains a component 
inclusive of the instant formula (II). 

The applied reference has a common inventor/assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .1 32 that any invention 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,499 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1795 

disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

3. Claim 31, 32, 34-36, 42-43, 60, 33, 37-41 , 59, 3, 7-1 1 and 61-62 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yoshida (U.S. Patent No. 6,569,610). 

Yoshida discloses a silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material and 
corresponding color image-forming method, said silver halide color photographic light- 
sensitive material comprising a support having thereon photographic constituent layers 
including at least one blue-sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing a yellow 
dye-forming coupler, at least one green-sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing 
a magenta dye-forming coupler, and at least one red-sensitive silver halide emulsion 
layer containing a cyan dye-forming coupler, and at least one light-insensitive 
hydrophilic colloid layer, characterized in that: 

said method comprises the steps of image-wise exposing said material and 
subjecting said exposed material to processing including a color development process, 
a bleach-fix process, a rinsing process and a drying process, while said exposed light- 
sensitive material is processed by means of conveying rollers having a sheet conveying 
speed of 40-80 mm/sec; AND 

said silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material contains a 
component inclusive of the instant formula (II). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geraldina Visconti whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1334. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on (571) 272-1526. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Geraldina Visconti/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



